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Priority Transport Requirements for North Vietnam 


The follow log requirements on transport I n North Vietn, -m 
are submitted in response to verbal request of 25X1 A9a 

11 April 1957 - 

1.* Railroads 

a. Report on the progress of Viet Miah railroad con- 
struction on the lines Bhnoi-Haja Quun , Hanoi -Luo Kay , and particular- 
ly on the line extending south free Hanoi through Thanh Boa, Vinh 
and Dong Hoi to the 17th parallel. Information especially desired 
includes indications of broadening of the gauge of nay line (partic- 
ularly the- Hanoi -Bern Quaa Line) front meter to standard. {4 ft. 8§"h 
any construction of second tracks or sidings; and any evidence of 
Chinese or Soviet material- or personnel assistance. 

b. Describe in detail any chrmge-of-gauge translating 
station constructed in the Chinese border area (particularly in 
the Ham Quart area) or elsewhere in Viet Mirth territory for traras- 
shipoent of freight fro® lines of one gauge to those of another , 

uding method of transloading, ntmiber and layout of tracks of 
each gauge, approximate length of time required to unload and re- 
load one car of freight, and extent of mechanization, of loading. 

e. Indicate any evidence of the restoration of "through 
rail service between Chi os and North Vietnam, css the KtHtiilng-E'-taoi - 
Haiphong line. This should include information concerning bridge 
reconstruction in the Luo Sky area aad nay indications of broadening 
of tha gau^ from meter to standard on the Chinese side of the border. 

d. On those lines where railroad services have been 
restored by the Viet Minh, report all possible individual locomotive 
aad fre ig ht car numbers, including the liras on which observed, the 
type of equipment to which each number is assigned (e.g. gondola, 
flat, box, or tank cars) and, if available, the country of manufac- 
ture of the equipment (e.g. China, IB®, etc.) 

e. Report any information obtainable , following the 
restoration of railroad service, concerning actual freight traffic 
fiKJvement on indiv idual lines, such as the num be r of trains per day 
in each direction, approximate average number of cars per train, 
approximate net or gross tonnage (indicate which) of each car , 
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average speed of trains, and any detail# regarding the type 
and ©teatity of freight carried In each direction . 

2. Roads 

" r “ M — 

a. Describe the characteristics of individual raids 

throughout Sortfa Vietnam, including condition,, surface, width* 
extent of motor ability, brides, ferries, flooding in rainy 
season, «a& estimated capacity of roads and brides. Two trunk 
route© are of special strategic significance . 0 ne is the 

north- south road linking Mm Quan, on the Chinese border, with 
the South Vietnam frontier via Long Son, Ban Minh, Hanoi, Ihonh 
Em, md Vinh. The other is an east-west road linking Haiphong 
with Lai Chau via Hanoi, Hoc. Binh, and Son La. 

b. Describe the nature and. extent of new construction, 
improvement, or repair of roads by the Viet Miah, with particular 
emphasis am roads near the Chinese border, leading toward the 
dmmsnmtlm 11m ( 17 th parallel) , and leading toward or into 
northern and central Laos. 

c . Collect the noxi&ua possible number of individual 
registration numbers of Viet MLah military end civilian tracks 
a© shown m license plates or' painted Barkings (indicate which), 
including whenever possible the type of each track reported os, 
the town or area where each trunk was observed and any other 
markings which identify the adlitary Or civilian unit operating 
each vehicle. 

3» Inland, feter 

a. What is the size, age,, sad eatapoeitlon of the inland 
waterways fleet? What fuel is used? 

b. Which inland water routes carry the heaviest traffic? 
what is the volume and ccEspasitian of the traffic? yfcx&t are the 
factors list ! ting the volurae of traffic on each water route (size 

of locks, depth of channel, etc.)? When are the periods of heaviest 
traffic on the inland waterways? Whut is the cargo aoviag In 
greatest volume at this time : 

c. Where are the ship construction facilities ? ‘What 
types and sizes of vessels do they construct? 

d. Describe the physical condition of the inland watera&ys 
(e.g. silting, problems, reefs, small or antiquated locks, etc.) 'What 
is being done to isrprovc those conditions? 

©. Whst are the. daily loading and unloading capacities of 
the inland water ports? What mechanical lauding and ualasdiaxg 
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facilities are available at each port? Haw much traffic does 
each port baud!® in a year? 

f . what are the rates charged for inland voter trans- 
port 

4. Coastal Shipping 

a, , what is the size and. composition of the coastal 
fleet? Specifically, what proportion of the fleet i© composed 
of Juaiks? 

b. What routes are served by the fleet? which, if any, 

«re served on a scheduled basis? 

c , What is the volume md carapositioa of the traffic 
carried along the coast? tibut proportion of total traffic is 
carried by Junks? When are the periods of heaviest traffic on 
the coastal routes ? ’What is the cargo moving in greatest volume 
at this timet 

d. th.it are the daily loading and unloading capacities 
of the coastal ports? What swchaaicol loading and unloading 
equipment is available at each pert? Hov m uch traffic pisses through 

e.ich port in a year -: 

©. shat rates are charged for coastal ’water transport i 
5* Aijr 

a* Report any details available concerning Viet Minh 
civil aircraft, including type, number, and nature of operations* 
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